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Music and Arts

I have been very excited about the National Curriculum recently.  That is not a sentence you might expect me to write, but the National Curriculum is changing, and those changes include some exciting developments for the arts.  In September, schools started teaching the new secondary curriculum, and the first report on the review of the primary curriculum was published in October.

The new curriculum recognises the vital role the arts have to play in enhancing the lives and the learning of young people.  Whether it is developing an understanding of our cultural heritage, where we come from and personal identity or using singing to help learn times tables, the arts can be an integral part of school life just as it is for life out of school.

We are also being encouraged to reflect the way the arts are combined to increase enjoyment.  Two examples for us are the Irish dancing we are including in our Showcase concert and the musical drama Aunt Rhodie’s Appetite we shall be performing with pupils from our SoundStart groups.

To reflect these changes we are adding to our work as a music service offering musical opportunities to children and young people to include support for the wider arts, and to show our new role we are changing our name to Croydon Music and Arts.

We shall be working with schools to see how we might meet the aspirations in the Children’s Plan (another interesting document from a government department!) for all children and young people to have access to five hours a week of high quality cultural activities.

Headteachers I speak to are very enthusiastic about the contribution music and the arts can make to balance the emphasis on numeracy and literacy.  Music and arts will help to meet the aims of the National Curriculum that young people should become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens.

Graeme Smith, Head of Croydon Music and Arts

Mini Strings

Mini Strings is new this year, and so far we have two groups.  The main focus is for children aged between five and seven to learn to play the violin and cello together. However, they also enjoy a wide range of musical activities aimed at developing co-ordination, aural skills, concentration and socialisation.


Concerts at Fairfield

(tickets from Fairfield box office, 020 8688 9291)

Croydon Schools Music Association

Infant Festival Choir, Clarinet Choir, Centre for Young Pianists and SoundStart Percussion

Fairfield Hall, 7.00pm, Monday 16 March

Junior Festival Choir, Guitar Ensemble, Croydon Youth Winds and SoundStart Strings

Fairfield Hall, 7.30pm, Tuesday 17 March

Croydon Youth Winds

Lunch Time Recital

Fairfield Hall, 1.05pm, Tuesday 17 March

Croydon Youth Music Showcase

Croydon’s young musicians come together for a musical feast.  A children’s orchestra of more than 200 will perform variations on the Purcell Rondo which inspired Benjamin Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra after performing music from around the world in separate instrument groups.  CYM String Orchestra and Croydon Youth Sinfonia combine for Andante Festivo by Sibelius, CYM Concert Band are augmented for The Birth of Rock and Roll and Croydon Youth Fluteharmonic play excerpts from The Sound of Music.  The finale features Croydon Youth Orchestra, joined by Irish dancers for Lord of the Dance and a choir from Croydon secondary schools for an Abba medley.

Fairfield Hall, 7.00pm, Tuesday 31 March

Gala Concert at Trinity Boys School
A concert in the new hall, complete with raked seating, featuring the senior members of the Centre for Young Pianists and a performance of Dvorak’s New World Symphony by Croydon Youth Orchestra with guest conductor Peter Stark 

Trinity Boys School, 3.00pm, Sunday 26 April

SoundStart at Ashburton
Last year we expanded from nine to 42 SoundStarts in Croydon.  This year we have 76, more than 2,200 beginner instrumentalists.  Many of these will be invited to take part in a performance of Aunt Rhodie’s Appetite, an entertaining musical drama for beginner instrumentalists, at Ashburton on 22 May.

Holiday Courses at Ashburton

Holiday courses for Wind, Percussion, Strings and Guitars up to Grade 5 standard will be held on 6-7 April at Ashburton Learning Village.  For details and application forms contact Croydon Music and Arts.
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Orchestral Centre

The Centre certainly has a buzz to it as we anticipate the tour to Prague in July 2009.  The theme for the Croydon Youth Orchestra last term was dance music.  They played through the famous Jazz Suite No 2 by Shostakovich at the Open Evening in October and went on to perform the Waltz and March with Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake Waltz and Arnold’s Little Suite No 1.  The rest of the term was spent preparing Dvorak’s New World Symphony to be conducted by Peter Stark in April.  Peter is famous for appearing on the BBC as a mentor in ‘Maestro’.

The Croydon Youth Sinfonia began studying one of the most popular pieces of English string music, Holst’s St Paul’s Suite.  They performed the first movement, a lively Jig, with a sparkling Sinfonia by Vivaldi and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera.  By contrast the performance of Ravel’s Pavane for a Dead Princess by the violas, cellos and basses celebrated the lower strings strength in depth (there are now four bass players in the orchestra!)

Croyon Young Musicians
There are two new groups at CYM this year.  Mini Music Makers is for children aged between five and seven, where they enjoy a range of activities including singing, moving to music and playing tuned percussion instruments.  Voiceworks is an extension to the Vocal Workshop, giving keen singers the opportunity to participate in a choir.  We were delighted by their performances of Gloria and Children Go Where I Send Thee in December.

The instrumental groups also performed well, with a wide range of music from traditional French music, Jamaican Music, Film Music and Rock Music.  The Concert Band’s performance of Mercury’s Bohemian Rhapsody was particularly impressive.

Children came for a taster session at the Workshop Open Morning in October and many enjoyed it so much that they decided to continue.  Young instrumentalists (especially brass, cello and bass players) are always welcome to try our Workshops.

Centre for Young Guitarists

The Croydon Youth Guitar Ensemble (CYGE) works at two levels with new players joining the large group and a smaller quartet called ‘Quatro’ formed from a core of long established players.  One of their members, Richard Still, is our first guitarist to be accepted into the National Youth Guitar Ensemble.  CYGE also established links with other ensembles, being joined by two players from Fluteharmonic to perform Jethro Tull’s classic Living in the Past.

The Guitar Workshop has welcomed James Gibbard, a new teacher with the group.  They have been working on playing ensemble pieces by ear and developing improvisation skills in a friendly way.  Players have been making enthusiastic progress.


Wind and Percussion Centre
Despite the late change to the winter concert date (and the X factor final) the evening went well and featured the centre’s numerous ensembles that feed into the Jazz Band and the Youth Winds.  All groups performed to a high standard with music ranging from Mancini to Mozart to an audience that included Andrew Pelling MP.

The spring term will see all the centre ensembles performing in a number of high profile concerts at the Fairfield Halls, including the Youth Winds in a lunchtime concert at Fairfield on Tuesday 17 March.

This year Tamsin Bird (Clarinet and Saxophone) has joined the other specialist staff at the centre to work with the clarinets and Youth Winds.  In the summer term the centre will be saying goodbye and a big thank you to Carolyn Kelly who is retiring after many years working and guiding the young musicians of Croydon at the Wind and Percussion centre.  The Fluteharmonic is one of the most established ensembles in the centre and its high standards and exciting performances are due in no small part to her inspiration, drive and passion for flute playing.

Centre for Young Pianists

We said goodbye to another long serving member of staff when Lilian Strange, a co-founder of the Croydon Centre for Young Pianists (CCYP) retired last summer after more that 30 years devoted service to the highest quality of music making.  Lilian has helped countless young pianists develop into significant artists many of whom are either active in the profession today or enjoy their music-making alongside their other studies in higher education.

We are happy to welcome the many new students who auditioned with us during the summer term and as a result of our successful Open Day last year.  They have joined the centre as we move to a new venue.  After a long and fruitful relationship with Whitgift we have moved to Trinity School.  Because it is close to Ashburton we can make links more easily with the other centres, and we also plan to develop keyboard playing and composition at the centre.

We had an informal recital at Trinity on 31 January, and future events will include a Piano masterclass in collaboration with Trinity Music Department and the first round of the European Piano Teachers Association piano competition in March.

Clarinet Success!

Take 4 are a group of four clarinettists, all pupils of Genessa West, whose performances have included a reception for Princess Anne and two invitations to perform at the Mayor’s Charity Ball.  Last term they all took their final exam (Grade 8), with Mike Cade gaining a distinction and Ellie Swainson, Meg Penn and Dan Fitter a merit.  All except Dan intend taking music on to higher education, he wants to do politics!

To find out more about us visit: www.croydonmusicandarts.co.uk


Croydon Music and Arts, Ashburton Learning Village, Shirley Road, Croydon CR9 7AL


Tel: 020 8681 0909; Fax: 020 8654 7024


Email: musicandarts.education@croydon.gov.uk
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