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We moved into our current home when it opened in April 2006.  We share the building with Oasis Academy Shirley Park and Ashburton Library.  The building was designed with an emphasis placed on the need for environmental efficiency, with the largest solar panels in a building in the UK and a rain water tank to feed toilets and service sinks.

Hundreds of young musicians belong to one of our music centres and come to CMA to develop their instrumental and musical skills and to rehearse and perform in a stunning hall with lighting rig, sound equipment and control room.  They perform regularly at the Fairfield Halls and there are tours abroad for the senior groups.

Ashburton Library is a perfect place for parents and carers to wait while their children are enjoying taking part in CMA activities.

Situated in Shirley Road, Croydon, we are no more than 20 minutes (traffic permitting!) from all parts of the borough and well served by a number of buses.  The tram stops of Blackhorse Lane and Woodside are close by.

Come and join us!
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Croydon Music and Arts
Head of Service: Graeme Smith
Wind and Percussion Centre
Head of Centre: David Rompani

Venue: Croydon Music and Arts,

Oasis Academy Shirley Park, Shirley Road

Time: 4.45pm – 8.00pm, Tuesdays during term time
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The Wind and Percussion Centre offers a rich and varied experience for enthusiastic and talented woodwind, brass and percussion players, from the excitement of playing in a wind band to studying specialist repertoire for single and mixed instrumental ensembles.  Regular performances take place during the year at CMA at Oasis Shirley Park, the Fairfield Halls, other venues in Croydon and further afield, including tours abroad.
The Centre is for young musicians from the age of 11 upwards, from grade 5 up to music college entrance.

The Wind and Percussion Centre Programme
Croydon Youth Winds: 5.30pm – 8.00pm

Intermediate Ensembles: 4.45pm – 6.15pm

The Centre is based on a wind band for the advanced players and additional ensembles for intermediate players.
Croydon Youth Winds study and perform pieces ranging from established American and English wind band repertoire to contemporary film music and music from musicals.  Some time is spent split into other groups to enable students to experience a range of musical styles and periods for their instrument.
The intermediate ensembles include Fluteharmonic, Clarinet Choir, Double Reed Ensemble, Brass Ensemble and Percussion Ensemble.  There are also opportunities to perform in groups alongside the senior players in other combinations such as a Woodwind Choir or Jazz Band.
There are opportunities for students to play specialist instruments like the piccolo, alto and bass flute, cor anglais, Eb, alto, bass and contra-bass clarinets, baritone saxophone, contra- bassoon and a large variety of tuned and untuned percussion. The Centre has some instruments that are available for loan to members.
Occasional projects with other music centres include performing in an orchestra.  Many of the senior players also belong to the Orchestral Centre which meets on a Friday evening.
In recent years ensembles have toured South Africa, Portugal and the Czech Republic.

Centre members will be expected to make a commitment to attending rehearsals and concerts on a regular basis and should be having regular lessons on their principal instrument.
Croydon Youth Music Association
Parents and carers of music centre students automatically belong to the Croydon Youth Music Association, which provides practical help for concerts and other events and raises funds for purchasing music, instruments and other equipment.  The Committee will be pleased to hear from any parents and carers wishing to support their work.

Student Council
Two students from the Centre are elected to join the Student Council.  It meets once a term to represent the views of students about the activities and organisation of the music centres.  Two members of the council represent the students on the Croydon Youth Music Association committee and advise on how money raised by the association is spent.
Cost (as at September 2010)

· £47 per term for membership of an ensemble

· £11 per term for an ensemble at a second music centre

· No charge for additional ensembles at the same music centre

In cases of financial difficulty, parents / carers should contact Croydon Music and Arts for details of the procedure to reduce fees.

Entry

Potential members may be asked to audition, and should prepare a piece to perform.  Some technical work such as scales and arpeggios and sight reading will also be required.  Players should be approximately grade 5 standard or above.  However, this is only a guide – more importance is attached to the potential of the applicant and length of time he or she has been learning.  Players are placed in ensembles according to their ability and the places available.

Application forms are available from, and should be returned to:

Croydon Music and Arts
Oasis Academy Shirley Park
Shirley Road, Croydon CR9 7AL

Tel: 020 8681 0909

Fax: 020 8654 7024

E-mail: musicandarts.education@croydon.gov.uk

Web: croydonmusicandarts.co.uk
